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Day on Capitol Hill

The nation’s capital is basically in 
Robert Lintz’s backyard. As director of 
acquisitions for ASG, it’s only about 20 
miles from his office in Beltsville, Md. to 
Washington, D.C.

Despite the proximity, though, Lintz hadn’t 
attended ESA’s Day on Capitol Hill before 
last year. Living so close to the city, he is 
constantly bombarded with political news, 
and not all of it is positive. But he had been 
wanting to attend the event for a while, 
and finally got the opportunity last year.

“It’s something I had been looking at for 
years, since it’s so close,” he said. “I’m not 
a real believer in politics or in politicians, 
but because Day on Capitol Hill is 
industry-related, it piqued my interest.”

Lintz said he made it a point to go in 
the first time with an open mind. His 
expectations were relatively simple: Meet a 
few people from the industry, spend a day 
visiting congressional offices on Capitol 
Hill, and get a look at the big political 
picture and how it affects our industry.

“I wanted to get into the more structured 
part of government relations,” Lintz said. 
“It’s a part of the industry that you never 

really get a chance to be exposed to, and I 
had been thinking that I can’t go into this 
thing with my eyes shut. It’s an experience 
where you’re intermingling with a different 
part of our industry and a whole different 
aspect of our government. You start getting 
into the day-to-day politics of what goes 
on in Washington.”

It didn’t take long for Lintz to get caught 
up in the spirit of the event.

“Once we got started, I was excited,” he 
said. “I knew nothing about it when I 

walked in there, but it was well-organized. 
It was very interactive, and the meetings 
we had at the hotel were very good. People 
were kind of reserved in the beginning, 
but before long they were talking and 
laughing, and really enjoying it. The 
interaction was very good, especially 
talking to people coming from other places 
who have common goals.”

After spending two days around colleagues 
and decision-makers, he came away feeling 
more positive about the process.

“What I saw was very comforting,” he 
said. “If we (as an industry) can get 
the people at the top of government to 

understand what we’re doing, their voice 
is a lot larger than the other links as we 
go down the political chain. So now, 
when I talk to dealers and other people 
in our industry, I have the other side in 
understanding how government can affect 
our lives in the future.”

The decision to go to Day on Capitol Hill 
boils down to believing in the industry, Lintz 
said, and not just going through the motions.
“If you’re committed to this industry, you 
have to know the whole picture,” he said. 
“If you’re here just to make a few bucks, 
sell out and walk away, then all this other 
stuff is irrelevant. But if you believe in 
your job and enjoy being around the other 
aspects of the business, it’s well worth the 
time to do it.

“When it was over, I wasn’t wondering why 
I had gone, or thinking it had been a waste 
of my time,” he added. “I would tell anyone 
who has never been there before that you 
have to do it at least once.”
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